
 

 

 

Background 

There are long running debates about the relative importance of intervention in the early years and later in 

childhood and adolescence. Much has been written about the critical importance of brain development in 

the first few years of life but does this overstate what is known? We think the evidence is clear that 

experiences in the first few months and years is very predictive of later capabilities and outcomes but how 

much of this experience is registered in the brain? What about development in other periods, isn’t that 

important too? What does the science tell us about this and what implications are there for policy and 

practice? 
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